The Welcome Society


Of Pennsylvania





INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES


FOR COMPLETING THE LINEAGE FORM





Please STUDY carefully.





Please do not submit until you have been notified that the Membership Committee has approved your Candidate’s Proposal for Membership.  Print completed form and send via US Mail (along with supporting references) to:





The Welcome Society of Pennsylvania


c/o Lydia Willits Bartholomew


Lucky Hill Farm


145 Lucky Hill Road


West Chester, PA  19382





The candidate is requested to prepare the lineage form according to the following instructions.





This form is designed to be flexible for ease of entry.  You may expand lines as needed, but do not extend page margins.  You may use the insert key to overwrite the dotted lines or delete dotted lines and insert desired text.  Contact membership@welcomesociety.org or the above address with any questions you may have.





Adequate proof is required for each name, date, place, in each generation.  Each statement must be supported by reference to an acceptable source placed under “Reference” on the right hand column of the paper opposite the statistic cited.





Responsibility for proof of eligibility rests with the candidate.  For the first generation, the candidate must submit birth, baptismal certificate, or other acceptable document showing parentage.





While it may be not possible to give date and place for every subsequent birth, marriage and death, it is essential that the line of descent of the candidate from the qualifying ancestor through blood relationship be adequately supported.





References that have been cited on lineage papers of a parent or other relative who is or has been a member of this Society may no longer be acceptable under current genealogical standards.  The Society’s genealogist will indicate if additional evidence must be found.  The genealogist’s approval is required before action to accept the lineage can be taken by the Council.





In using references citing material available at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania or the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, state exact title, author and page.





If references are no obtainable in the collections of the above societies, attach a photocopy of the pertinent material and of the title page, showing date and place of publication if printed, or holding repository if manuscript.





References that meet current genealogical standards are:





PUBLISHED WORKS





Published family genealogies.  Acceptable only for those generations where statements are documented by reference to primary source material, and where the quality of the work is acceptable to the Society’s genealogist.





County histories.  Printed prior to 1880 may include records no longer extant and will be accepted at the discretion of the Lineage Committee.  County histories of later date that do not include references to original sources are not acceptable, unless supported by additional evidence.





Newspaper items.  Include name of paper, date, page, and column.  Newspaper items may not always be considered adequate proof unless supported by other evidence.





ORIGINAL RECORDS





Bible records.  Attach photograph of Bible record and title page, including date of printing, and state whereabouts of the (original) actual record.





Collections of The Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania.  Refer to title, volume, page, and call number from index cards.  (If not in GSP or Historical Society of Pennsylvania, photocopy title page and date of publication, and give page number for each item.)





Original church or Quaker meeting records.  Attach a photocopy of the record, or transcript certified by an official of the religious denomination, or page reference to manuscript in possession of the Historical Society.





Tombstone inscriptions or cemetery records.  Photographs of actual inscriptions, or exact reference to transcript document, or a transcript of the record of a cemetery on the stationery of the cemetery signed by an official of the cemetery company, or make and include a rubbing of the tombstone inscription.





Court records.  Wills, deeds, administrative records, or court records, etc., submit photocopies of certified transcripts, noting volume, page and location of the original.





Census records.  Submit photocopy of the government document.





ALWAYS COPY DATE, NAME, PLACES, AND EVENTS EXACTLY AS THEY APPEAR IN THE CITED REFERENCES.  DO NOT EDIT.





Send the completed lineage form to the Secretary along with a $60.00 check made out to Kay Haviland Freilich, CGRS.  This fee covers only the cost of verification of the lineage by the Society’s genealogist.  It is not returnable whether or not the candidate is accepted.





If the lineage lacks the necessary documentation, or is otherwise unacceptable as submitted, the genealogist will return the lineage form with notations indicating any errors, change, corrections, or generations where additional information may be required to make the lineage acceptable.





Should the applicant desire to employ the Society’s genealogist, any such financial arrangement shall be strictly between the applicant and the genealogist.  However, the candidate may obtain the services of any competent genealogist of his/her choice.





The candidate may complete the lineage form in two ways:  by hand in draft format or by computer using the MS Word online form.  If the applicant chooses to submit a hand-written form, upon approval of the lineage, the lineage form must then be typed on an official form supplied by the Secretary.  In either case, the final lineage form must be signed and submitted to the Secretary.  The candidate may arrange to have the genealogist type the official lineage form, in which case the form will be returned to the candidate for signature and final submission to the Secretary.





After the lineage has been approved and the candidate accepted by the Council, the initiation fee and first year’s dues of $35.00 become payable.





�
No…………………








The Welcome Society


Of Pennsylvania





LINEAGE FORM OF CANDIDATE FOR MEMBERSHIP





Full name of candidate………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Residence……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


This lineage is proof of descent of the candidate from………………………………………………………………….


a passenger who sailed on the ship…………………………arriving on or about ……………………………………..


Cite reference for arrival………………………………………………………………………………………………...


Signature of candidate…………………………………………………………………………………………………..


Proposed by…………………………………………………Endorsed by……………………………………………..


Lineage approved by……………………………………………………………………………………………………


Date elected by Council………………………………………………….Registrar……………………………………
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Lineage must be filled out completely and final copy presented complete and free from alterations.  The Society cannot undertake to make changes or corrections in this statement.  In case of error or important omission, the paper will be returned to the candidate for correction.  Do not encroach upon this margin, which is required for binding.		� PAGE �1�











